
The Crucified God
Who Killed Jesus?
Pastor Brian Zahnd - March 9, 2014

SERMON STUDY QUESTIONS

Welcome
1) When you were growing up did you ever blame someone else for something you did to get off 
the hook? If so, tell your story (And don’t lie! Confession is good for the soul.) 

Word
Read 1 Corinthians 15:3-4
1) Who did Jesus die for? When did you first hear this and how did it make you feel? 
2) Why would some people assume God killed Jesus?
3) What are the problems with saying “God killed Jesus” or that “God sent Jesus to die for him?”
4) In what ways did God offer Jesus as a sacrifice?

Read Mark 15:6-15
1) What do you imagine the crowd was feeling in this scene?
2) According to these verses, what do we know about Jesus and Barabbas? How were they 
different?
3) Why do you think the crowd needed to be satisfied?
4) In what ways does Jesus serve as a scapegoat?

Read Mark 15:1-5
1) The satan or the devil means, “the accuser.” How were the chief priests playing the role of the 
devil? Do you think they were aware they were under the “spell of the satan”?
2) What does it mean for the foundation of the world to be made up of blame & accusation, 
scapegoating & violence? (See Luke 11:50-51)
3) How did the history of violence get summed up and exposed at the cross?

Work
1) How is your view of the cross expanding?
2) How does this affect how you live the life of faith? 

Worship
1) Psalm for the Day - Sun: 75 / Mon: 76 / Tue: 77 / Wed: 78 / Thu: 79 / Fri: 80 / Sat: 81

1) Pray for each other
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