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SERMON STUDY QUESTIONS

Welcome

1) How long have you been coming to Word of Life Church?
2) What do you remember about the first time you attended a service at Word of Life?

Word

Read Mark 8:34-37 from The Message Bible :

Calling the crowd to join his disciples, Jesus said, "Anyone who intends to come with me has to let

me lead. You're not in the driver's seat, I am. Don't run from suffering; embrace it. Follow me and I'll
show you how. Self-help is no help at all. Self-sacrifice is the way, my way to saving yourself, your
true self. What good would it do to get everything you want and lose you, the real you? What could
you ever trade your soul for?"

1) What do you think of when you hear the word “authentic”? What images come to mind? What other
words come to mind?

2) In these verses, what does Jesus say are the prerequisites to becoming “the real you,” that is an
authentic human being?

3) How is the Jesus way of authenticity different than more popular way of authenticity talked about in
the world?

4) What are some of the things you see people trading in exchange for the souls?

5) How can the chase after success cause a person to lose their soul, that is, lose their true
God-intended identity?

6) How would you define “consumer Christianity”? What does it mean to turn the Christian faith into a
consumer-driven experience? How does “consumer Christianity” cause us to miss the Jesus Way?

7) How does living the Jesus way in community with other Christians cause us to be an alternative
society to the American way of consumerism?

Work

1) What are you most tempted to trade your soul (your authentic, God-intended self) for?
2) What do you need to die to today, in order to become the person God wants you to be?
3) What is one thing you can do this week to resist the pressure of consumerism?

Worship

1) Psalm for the Day - Sun: 7 / Mon: 8 / Tue: 9/ Wed: 10/ Thu: 11/ Fri: 12/ Sat: 13
2) Pray for one another
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