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SERMON STUDY QUESTIONS

Welcome
1) When you were a kid, where you more likely to welcome the new kid on the block, give the new kid
or hard time, or ignore the new kid? Why?
2) Where you ever the new kid on the block who got picked on? How did that feel?

Word
Read John 19:1-5
1) Considering Pilate’s lack of finding fault with Jesus, why did he allow Jesus to be hit?
2) How do the crown of thorns and purple rope add to the absurdity of this moment?
3) To what degree do you think God was suffering in and through the sufferings of Jesus?
4) Dietrich Bonhoeffer wrote, “Only the suffering God can help.” What did he mean by this?
5) How did World War II challenge Christian theology and the church’s proclamation that Jesus Christ
is Lord?

Read the following quote from Jürgen Moltmann
A God who is only omnipotent is an incomplete being, for he cannot experience helplessness and
powerlessness. Omnipotence is never loved, it is only feared. A God who is incapable of suffering is
a being who cannot be involved. He is completely insensitive. He cannot weep, for he has no tears.
Aristotle’s god—the “unmoved Mover”—cannot love. But our God loves and suffers. For he is known
as God in the crucified Son of Man.
1) What does it mean for an omnipotent God not to have loved? Is suffering a requirement to give and
receive love? If yes, then how so?
2) If God is revealed in Jesus Christ, then he is the crucified God. What is your reaction to seeing God
like this?

Read Hebrews 2:9,14
1) What is ironic about receiving glory and honor in suffering and death?
2) What kind of hope do we find in these verses?

Work
1) How is your view of God changing?
2) How are you going to respond in the day of suffering?

Worship
1) Psalm for the Day - Sun: 115 / Mon: 116 / Tue: 117 / Wed: 118 / Thu: 119 / Fri: 120 / Sat: 121

2) Pray for one another
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