
Dear Theophilus: Leaping Baptists and Revolutionary 
Jews
December 16, 2012
 
Welcome
1) What would be your initial response if you received word you had just won the lottery? What 
would you do with the money?
 
Word  
Read Luke 1:39-45
1) What was Mary told about the baby she would give birth to? (v.31-33) What was Elizabeth's 
husband told about the baby Elizabeth would give birth to? (v.13-17)
2) Who was older, Mary or Elizabeth? What symbolism do you see in the older mother giving 
birth to the prophet preparing the way for something new?
3) What significance do you see in the leaping of John in his mother’s womb?
4) Why does Luke tell us Elizabeth was “filled with the Spirit” when she spoke a blessing to 
Mary?
 
Read Luke 1:46-55 and 1 Samuel 2:1-10
1) How is Mary’s song in Luke 1 similar to Hannah’s prayer in 1 Samuel 2?
2) What parts of Mary’s song are revolutionary?
3) Who does God seem to favor according to this song? How is God’s favor different that what 
is normally favored in our world?
4) How does the promise of Mary’s child help God’s “servant Israel”? (v.54)
5) What does it mean for grace to flow downhill? 
 
Work
1) What needs to change in your thinking for the message of Christmas to become 
revolutionary?
2) What immediate steps can you take to move your life downhill to the place of humility and 
trust?
 
Worship
1) Psalm for the Day - Sun: 51 / Mon: 52 / Tue: 53 / Wed: 54 / Thur: 55 / Fri: 56 / Sat: 57
2) Pray for God’s help to embrace humility as a pathway to experience God’s grace
3) Pray for one another


