The World After Easter: Baptized Into Newness of Life

April 14, 2013

Welcome

1) Do you know of someone who experienced dramatic life change? Maybe someone who came
into a large sum of money or experienced dramatic weight-loss? What was their life like before
and after the change?

2) Have you been baptized? How old were you? What is the backstory leading up to your
baptism?

Word

Read Romans 6:3-9

1) How is baptism connected to the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus?

2) What does the image “walk in newness of life” bring to mind? What is the difference between
“receiving new life” and “walking in newness of life”?

3) What is connected to the old life? How would you describe your “old self’ before Christ? What
do you see in your “new self’?

4) How are death and sin connected?

Read Romans 12:9-21 from the Message Bible:

Love from the center of who you are; don't fake it. Run for dear life from evil; hold on for dear life to good.
Be good friends who love deeply; practice playing second fiddle. Don’t burn out; keep yourselves fueled and
aflame. Be alert servants of the Master, cheerfully expectant. Don’t quit in hard times; pray all the harder.
Help needy Christians; be inventive in hospitality. Bless your enemies; no cursing under your breath. Laugh
with your happy friends when they’re happy; share tears when they’re down. Get along with each other; don’t
be stuck-up. Make friends with nobodies; don’t be the great somebody. Don’t hit back; discover beauty in
everyone. If you've got it in you, get along with everybody. Don’t insist on getting even; that’s not for you to
do. “I'll do the judging,” says God. “I'll take care of it.” Our Scriptures tell us that if you see your enemy
hungry, go buy that person lunch, or if he’s thirsty, get him a drink. Your generosity will surprise him with
goodness. Don't let evil get the best of you, get the best of evil by doing good.

1) Which of these things are the easiest to fake?

2) Which of these come easy to you?

3) Which of these are a struggle for you?

4) How do these things each represent the new life we are called to walk in?

Work

1) What from your old life needs to be buried? What part of your new life, your new self, most
needs growth?

Worship
1) Psalm for the Day - Sun: 104 / Mon: 105 / Tue: 106 / Wed: 107 / Thur: 108 / Fri: 109 / Sat 110
2) Pray for one another



